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This book was of course no patiently wrought
out study of existing conditions: it comprised
rather the substance of the matter which. Gen-
eral Weaver had been presenting upon the plat-
form and in Congress for many years. While
many of his opinions about currency and finance
which were impracticable and visionary have
been wisely ignored, a careful and thoughtful
examination of his book shows an astonishing
amount of anticipation of real evils and abuses
long before they became apparent to the coun-
try at large. To mention only a few instances
the criticism of the Senate as influenced by cor-
porations and made up of the very rich men,
the autocratic power of the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, the conservation
movement, and the need of a more adequate and
elastic currency and banking system provided
for by the Federal Reserve Act of 1913 are all
anticipated by this pioneer in social politics.
The platform of 1880, the Weaver speeches in
Congress, especially from 1885 to 1889, the
platform of 1892, and A Call to Action, are the
documents that paved the way for Bryan in
1896, for Roosevelt from 1901 to 1909, and
which culminated in the Progressive platform
of 1912: they are the real foundations for much
of the accomplishment of the first administra-
tion of President Wilson and an important
element in his reelection in 1916. Demands of